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Exide Technologies battery recycling plant began its operations in Vernon in 1922 and in 1981 it finally obtained a temporary permit (Los Angeles Times Staff, 2015); in 2008 complaints of ash on surrounding areas and air quality lead to an investigation of the plant that had been operating without a permanent permit. For over 33 years, Exide recycling plant was able to run its battery recycling facility in Vernon with a temporary permit and multiple environmental, toxic, and safety violations (Barboza, 2015a). 
Throughout the time that Exide ran its recycling plant in Vernon, hazardous materials such as lead and arsenic were expelled into the air, soil, and water into surrounding cities (Barboza, 2015). Exide also did not properly store hazardous waste and had instances where this waste spilled into streets during transport (Los Angeles Times Staff, 2015).  After an unsuccessful attempt in court by the California Department of Toxic Substances Control to close down Exide in 2013, Exide continued to run the battery plant until 2014 when air quality regulations became stricter (Barboza, 2015a); in 2014, it was also discovered that Exide was under criminal investigation. In March 2015, Exide signed the deal with the US attorney to close down without criminal fines if they paid costs to close the company and some damages to people living close to the plant (Barboza, 2015a); Exide agreed to pay $50 million to remove the plant, clean it and surrounding areas, and use $9 million of that money to clean up lead from homes. According to (Barboza, 2015b), it will take years and over $50 million to complete the clean-ups caused by Exide’s hazardous waste emissions. Currently, homeowners are waiting for their homes to be cleaned up. 
Exide’s battery recycling plant in Vernon, California affected areas in East Los Angeles and surrounding cities with populations of mostly working-class Latinos (Barboza & Poston, 2018). Although at least 10,000 homes near Exon qualify for lead clean-ups, thousands of homes nearby that do not qualify have high lead levels that exceed safe levels for children to play in (Barboza & Poston, 2018); high lead levels can decrease IQ, increase learning disabilities, and are carcinogens to humans. Of over 7,500 homes that have lead soil levels over the residential standard levels, only about 2,500 will be cleaned up (Barboza & Poston, 2018). 
In East Los Angeles, the population is about 96% Hispanic or Latino, the median income is at $42, 544, 22% of residents live in poverty, and 22% do not have health insurance (US Department of Commerce, 2018). Of the people living in East Los Angeles, there are 35% children under 18 years old. Most affected groups are typically children because they play in soil and are outside more. Communities most affected by the aftermath of Exide’s malpractices are Latino and Hispanic ethnicities, children, working class people, and low-income families which typically live in the areas affected. Specifically, those living in East Los Angeles, Boyle Heights, and Maywood had the highest lead levels (Barboza & Poston, 2018); Maywood has the highest number of homes with high lead levels that will not be a part of the clean-ups planned. Despite the communities’ efforts to organize and advocate for themselves, many note that nothing has been done (Barboza & Poston, 2018). 
Lead, arsenic, battery acid spills, and other hazardous wastes in the air, soil, and water affect the health of people by altering or damaging their bodies. Lead poisoning which affects children and pregnant women most often can occur by eating or breathing in lead dust (Los Angeles County Health Agency, 2018); lead poisoning can affect growth, learning, and behavior in children and causes high blood pressure, premature births, and miscarriages in pregnant women. Arsenic, benzene, and 1,3-butadiene which are chemicals that were found near Exide are carcinogens, or cancer-causing agents (Los Angeles County Health Agency, 2016); arsenic which was released into the air can cause liver, digestive, kidney, lung, skin, and body system cancers. Due to arsenic emission into the air, at least 110.000 residents in East Los Angeles and surrounding areas had cancer risks (Ugalde, 2013). According to Los Angeles County Health Agency (2016), benzene and 1,3-butadiene can increase the risk for leukemia and other blood disorders. Because of the way the clean-ups are planned, homes next to one another may not get clean-ups despite having high lead levels. Only the homes which were deemed priority will get lead clean-ups in their soil (Barboza & Poston, 2018). 
The environmental justice impact as a result of Exide’s and the government’s lack of action and concluding solutions reflect the power of corporations, money, and capitalism in comparison to the value placed on health and minority communities. Environmental justice is treating all communities fairly by enacting laws and regulations to protect the environment in which people live (Environmental Protection Agency, n.d.). Exide is an example of an environmental justice issue since it affected the health of working-class Latinos and Hispanics primarily. Residents near the Exide plant experienced and continue to experience the powerful influence of a country in which the protection of corporations prospers over the protection of human rights. 
One may wonder how it is possible for such environmental justice issues to exist. When looking collectively at agencies meant to protect the environment in the US, one can see power struggles that exist in enforcement. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulates air pollution and helps ensure that healthy levels of air are kept by corporations and other agencies. Despite the role of the EPA, the current president, Trump, plans to cut funding and undue certain protective environmental regulations set for agencies such as power plants (Wordland, 2017); this shows how much public health agencies meant to protect people’s health are truly influenced by politics. 
Exide Technologies was able to bypass the power of the California Department of Toxic Substances Control inspectors with over 100 violations and was able to sign a deal with the US attorney’s office in which it did not face criminal prosecution for its illegal actions over the 33 year span it operated in Vernon (Barboza, 2015a). The role of the California Department of Toxic Substances Control is to protect communities from toxic harm and ensure that hazardous waste laws are being followed (State of California, n.d.). In the case of Exide, residents were unaware of potential hazards which were being done by the battery plant and laws were not enforced to protect the surrounding communities for years (Barboza & Poston, 2018). In 2013, South Coast Air Quality Management District ordered a “risk reduction plan” to reduce arsenic emissions released by Exide (Ugalde, 2013). California Department of Toxic Substances Control contracted Environmental Quality Management to take care of the planned clean-ups but the contract was ended shortly after (Barboza & Poston, 2018); they have now looked for a different contractor. The County of Los Angeles Public Health (n.d.), provides information and resources to communities affected by Exide: some resources include free lead testing for soil and blood and fact sheets for cancer, chemicals, doctors, and workers near Exide. 
	Some information that may be missing from the articles is a comparison of environmental issues that have affected different ethnic groups in California or nationwide. I would have liked to read more about how different communities are treated when pressing and hazardous situations have been created around them. A side by side graph or other visual showing how quickly health-threatening issues are addressed by ethnic or racial group would be interesting to see in one of the environmental justice articles. It would also be interesting to see median incomes of the people affected by Exide since working-class was not defined in the articles. One can assume that working-class would be either low-income or middle-class, but numbers would have been a nice way to visualize the level of distress that people may be in or why they cannot move out. I would have liked to read the list of chemicals released by the Exide facility and the effects of the chemicals to human health. 
	After reading the articles regarding the Exide case, I felt a sense of helplessness in knowing that government agencies meant to protect health do not always do their jobs. I felt mad that agencies were aware of the problems with Exide and its chemical releases into the environment but did not take action quickly enough. This made me wonder about the true effectiveness of certain agencies since it is not the first time that a government agency has been known to place money first. I personally do not agree with the conclusion for the Exide case. I think that Exide should have been forced to pay more than the $50 million for clean-ups because of the years of harm that the chemical releases caused to the surrounding communities. I also think that Exide should have taken responsibility for its actions instead of trying to take away blame from itself by saying that homes were already old and lead-contaminated (Barboza & Poston, 2018). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, Exide Technologies is an environmental justice case in which interests in profits and money were put over the health of people in surrounding communities. It is clear that the role of protection agencies was not adequate and firm enough to stand by its mission statements. Exide is one of many examples of where politics and corruption in hierarchies of organization had a bigger role than something publicly funded such as health.
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